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Presi dent 06s Message Newsletter
Lumelang, Becky nears her close of service daie,

Jackie Tipsword is transitioning into her
I f youdre in the norole The FOL grant is used to help them:
youdre having a c withthecosts of traveling to and organizirg_-'_m
Summer mont hs. | f the villages with whom they are working.
hope youdre enjoyi nFOL also continues its support of the

this, the 2010 World Cup is just about t Tuition Assistance Project and other
begin in South Africa. In some recent phor volunteer projects (a selection appears | ir
conversations wit h eachnewsletter).
been told that quite a bit of excitement h:
flowed across the border to LesothcA change to the FOL bylaws was passed &
Hopefully some of the tourist dollars willthe last annual meeting that affects future
follow the excitement.
annual meeting was always held aroun
Over the past few months,
participated in a couple of projects thebylaws change allows the Board of
PCV Kaye Thompson started a project 'March 11, Moshoeshoe Day. The man
finish construction and
classrooms in Peka (see our first ma meeting could fall after the financial annual

annual meetings. In the past, the FOL
FOL haOctober 4, Lesotho Independence Day. The¢
hiss &

have been making a difference in Lesoth Directors to hold the annual meeting arounc

furnish somdreason for the change was so that the anrjual

Photo courtesy:
Don Hanford, RPCV

article in this newsletter). FOL partnere reports are complete at the end Of
with her in two ways: first by helping toa December. One impact of the change is tha
col |l ect funds r ai s ethere will be a fall newsletter this year, g
family in the US and transferring the mone no annual report. The next annual meeting
to her project, and secondly by matchir will be held in March 2011, and the annual
some of the money raised by Kaye ar report will be mailed out at that time.
donating the matching funds directly to he
project. Finally, FOL is looking for more board and
committee members. If you have a couflg
For the third year, FOL also helped out wit of spare hours a month and would like 0
the African Library Project (ALP) by get involved, please consider joining the
donating money to support PCVs involveboar d or a committe
in the project. The ALP is a UBased keep in touch with Lesotho. The new FOL
organization that helps establish loccwebsi t e has a fACont
libraries in Lesotho and other countieuse t o | et us know
(www.africanlibraryproject.org). ALP can email one of the board members 1o
involvement is a great secondary project f more information.

a PCV who will travel to villages and
schools to help them organize and lea
how to operate their local library. The pa:
two years, Becky Banton was the Lesott

Salang Hantle,
Richard Rowan
FOL President

PCV supporting the ALP in the country. A:
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Family Literacy Lesotho /
Malapa a Balang Lesotho

Despite Lesothoos hthegprogram. tnenary cages, thase eecam@fiienh didstrated, copyrighted, and
no bookstores. Even its most formally the only books other than the Bible in & pjished by Basotho jn Lesotho, these
educated citizens wiflaimi $ y9p,s fAhMeme .on Pta r pAHEES 718 S GRIBs P, €ad awRll ab &
reading culture.o reljuest pioture cheoks! for youhe ahddren gyentially important  component o,
begins at school, in a new langudge written in Sesotho. Lesothoo6s rich cultur a
English, which is not spoken in most p—

Basotho homes and instruction focuses
from the start on preparing the very best
students to pass the daunting Cambridge
Overseas School Certificate exam at the
end of secondary school.

Two more books were recently published:

Mebala ea Likhomo by Nkhono Sefora
60Mai saka Mohl oai wi t h
Peter Maphatsoe, a book about Basotho
cattle, andLiboko ea Basothdyy Peter
Maphatsoe, with pictures and praise poems
about Basotho clans.

Many young
children in the US
have quite a
different ¢ . 1 = In 2009, with a matching grant from Rotary
experience with Founded in 2007 by Professor Hale,International, Professor Hale helped artists
reading. They sit Family Literacy Lesotho (FLL) has about peter Maphatsoe and Thabo Sefuthi
on their 4@wlunteers fsom all sectors of Basothoorganize and open a Family Art and
laps or snuggle beside a sibling in bedsociety, including several Peace CorpsLiteracy Centre in Khubetsoana, a populous
looking at and hearing about brighty Vol unt eer s . Fo lelcdusage m inetgBbbrodd on $he outskirts of Maseru.
colored pictures of magic animals andt h e devel opment of Atbtieeaceritré, fochll artists havé gecessnd s
dreams that come true. Such children growpicture books in Sesotho about Lesotho supplies, work space, and a display and

up with a deep love of books that affectsand put them in the hands of Basotho sales area for their works. Neighborhood
their emotional, mental, physical, andchildren.FLL&s fi r st pr ojcididn andatieir farfilies & wekdmed
spiritual  development throughout their a nationwide Sesotho stewriting contest, every day for free art lessons, story hours,
lives. to which 288 entries were submitted from and access to the Centre's growing library
every corner of the country. Her Majesty of children's books. The Centre has become
Queen 60 Mg 7= * 2 the focal point for F
Mohato Seeiso
became
patron, indicating
the importance of
t he c hi \ For more information about Family
picture book project ' Literacy Lesotho, please contact

in the creation of children's picture books
for and by the people of Lesotho in their
own language.

to the preservatio Professor Jane Hale at

1 e . and enrichment of jhale@brandeis.edu.

-y J ~wy  Basotho culture. To purchase books, please see the order
In 2006, Professor Jane Hale of Brandeisn 2008, FLL published thefirst ever form on page 4 (pictures of books on
University was training teachers ofchi |l drenés picture PAgedk s in Sesotho abou
literature in Lesotho when she noticed everL e s ot ho at the ~coun or i j
theydi dnot l'i ke readiPreg: very much. She
went t o Boston Uni versityos Dr . Barr

Zuckerman, founder oReach Out and Buka ea Melumoa book about animal and
Read, a domestic pediatric literacy vehicle sounds, by Jane Kathekiso and§
program, with the idea of starting an Kamohelo Tlhalong ea Ngoana oa
international pilot site in the Baylor Mosotho, about traditions welcoming the |
Pediatric AIDS Clinic in the capital city of birth of a Mosotho child, by Peter
Maseru. Basotho families enthusiasticallyMaphatsoe

welcomed the thousands of beautiful

childrenés picture books distributed t hf
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RPCV Continuing Commitment

The letter below is a testament to justchalkboards, school supplies,
how deeply Peace Corps service camsports equipment, and construction
change the life of those who serve as welhaterials for new classrooms.

as the lives of those served. Belinda

Laidley-Collias, RPCV (200%2009) | have reconnected with the Mohale
from Fairfax, Vermont, returned to her HIV/AIDS Task Force, a group of
village of Ha Mohale/Likalaneng this community volunteers that provides
past month. She served in Lesotho as an|\V/AIDS education and services.
HIV/AIDS Advisor and launched MOSA \e've just come back from a three-
(Mohale Orphan Support Association). day outreach mission to the village
(Volunteer Advisory Committee) grants through the mountains), where we
to support her work. conducted a workshop, offered

After returning to the states, she con-testing and counseling, and distrib-
nected with an old friend and founder ofuted clothing, toothbrushes, and
Degenhardt Foundation/Aid for Kids. seeds to orphans and families af-
The foundation adopted MOSA underfected by HIV. For me, there is no
their organization's 501(c)3 status, andblace like these mountains...wild
family and friends opened their pockets.and rugged, climbing one peak af-
FOL featured information about MOSA ter another, walking towards the
in our First Quarter 2010 newsletter. If smell of smoking fires rising from
you would like to learn more about the the small stone homes of a distant

project, go to http://mosalesotho.org.

As most of you know, | am spend-
ing the month of May up here in the
mountains of Mohale to provide
assistance to our ongoing M.O.S.A.
projects. It's truly wonderful to be
back in Lesotho...every day | am
met with smiling, familiar faces ask-
ing me, "U ipatile kae?" (Where
have you been hiding yourself?)

The Flying Eagles scholarship pro-
gram is still running smoothly under
the supervision of ‘Me Tankie, and
the students were so excited to re-
ceive letters and gifts from their
sponsors. During my stay, | will be
re-evaluating all of their situations
to be sure they have everything
they need to complete this school
year and move on to the next. | am
also working with the principal of
Montsi School, one of the most ru-
ral villages in the Mohale region, to
provide the students with new

village...I feel like I'm home again!

Those who know me will often hear
me tell stories about the children |
loved most, those who came to the
clinic for HIV treatment. | have
been making home visits to all of
these families, some of whom are
child-headed (orphans), and upon
arriving at one village, | received
some sad news: Thato, a nine-
year-old girl who had been receiv-
ing treatment for several years,
passed away last December. This
was most shocking and upsetting
to me because Thato had been
doing well on her medication and
was such a vibrant, happy
child...she had been living with her
80-year-old grandmother, who had
used all of her strength to take care
of the little girl, and is now com-
pletely alone.

Thato's death was a harsh re-
minder to me that the problem of
HIV/AIDS is far from being

solved...even though ARV medica-
tions are now available in Lesotho,
children born with HIV have already
come into this world at a disadvan-
tage. These little ones carry an ex-
tra burden on top of the poverty
and harsh conditions they struggle
to survive here in the remote high-
lands of Lesotho. | keep feeling as
though there is something | could
have done to keep Thato from leav-
ing this world so young, and | will
do everything in my power to keep
the others safe and healthy. The
M.O.S.A. Project needs to extend
its aid to small children and families
affected by HIV in the hopes that,
at least if proper nutrition, warm
clothing, and shelter are provided,
these kids will have a fighting
chance. If you're interested in
sponsoring a family, please let me
know, and God bless all of you who
have made this trip and all of these
projects a reality!

Khotso! (Peace!)
Belinda

Ningreaold Thato with her grandmother.
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Family Literacy Lesotho

proudly announces the first ever picture books for children
about Lesotho written in Sesotho, the language spoken in
Basotho homes.'

To order, fill out the form below and mail it with your payment. We accept maloti and US dollars, in the form or cash, check, or electronic
bank transfer. If you have questions or want to arrange to have books delivered, please call or email.

I 1 copies of Liboko tsa Basotho at M 36/$6 per copy for
9 copies of Mebala ea likhomo at M 15/$3 per copy for
! 3. copies of Buka ea melumo at M 3.60/$2 per copy for
I 4. copies of kamahe/a...ngaana at 10.80/$1.50 per copy for
i Please add M 3/$0.50 per book for shipping and handling
i TOTAL ENCLOSED Send your order to: |
. Your name and address: Jane Hale |
I One Cornwell Hil
Marshfield, MA 02050 USA |
| |-781-837-4101
: Jhale@brandeis.edu |
I R |
I Peter Maphatsoe -
: Family Art & Literacy Centre |
: Khubetsoana :
I PO Box 12579
. i Maserv 200 LESOTHO |
I Your email or phone number (for questions about your order only):
266.632.121.20 |
I :  kingsbodyart@yahoo.com

. Lesotho is the country. Sesotho is the language. The people are Basotho (singular Mosotho).
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Family Literacy Lesotho ~ Books for Sale

Use order form on page 4

L. Liboko tsa BasothosyPeter Maphatsoe
pictures and praise poems depicting the
|7 clans to which all Basotho belong

BASIEA
Ke le Mosia, Motubatsi
Oa me-Tiele ‘a ch\aJna la nkoanya
Ha ke le ca Tiele, nka tiella mang?
ra ma-khama Phat.ioa .ﬁoncH:_-i;
Oa nt!angthcbc li ome,
Li se ‘na li omela mokhoabo t|ur|_g!
totho oa rna=MPc.35c le tolkchasi.

2. Mebala ea llkhomoby 'M’e Sefora ‘Maisaka Mohloai

pictures of various cows with their traditional
Sesotho names, which describe their colors and markings

‘ e ticana

l | .. |

m ‘ | ,'k e koaba |

e ntso | (ﬂ = } \ ﬂ e Koebu ‘
;‘ | ¥ £t s g = A |

:Trx &(‘\ l e khoabana ‘
e Kotsoana

3. Buka ea Melumo by Jane Kathekiso
animal and vehicle sounds

Buka ea melumo | Uoe-.€! Hoe e! Hoe-el
| I

4. Kamohelo Tihahong ea Ngoana oa Mosotho by Peter Maphatsoe
traditions welcoming the birth of a Mosotho child (bilingual edition)

KAMOHELO TLHAHONG EA
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Litaba tsa Lesotho
(News of Lesotho)

Compiled by Ella Kwisnek Telecommunications Summit extend access to primary education to
In May, the Telecom ministers from all children. UNICEF and other
Measle§ Outbre_ak Lesotho and Zimbabwe met at thepartners are supporting the
The United Nations Central Emergencygapc  regional meeting of the development of school management
Response Fund (CERF) has provideq, inistries of technology and regulations that will translate the act
money  to the World_ Hea_Ith communications. The meetinginto implementable systems and
Organization (WHO) to immunize 544ressed issues concerningstructures.
approximately 630,000 Basotho yg1ecommunication infrastructures,
children between the ages of SiX oqations, and improving customer
months and fifteen years againStgenice The ministers also discussed
meaSIeS after a deadly qutbreak of th§he transfer of TV systems from analogMetolong Dam
disease erupted. In April, there werey, gigital by 2013 under the SADC Next year, construction will begin on
1,295 confirmed cases and more thahbolicy of establishing a fully integrated the 197 million maloti Metolong Dam.
2,000 suspecte.d casethe majority of  communication system and total The dam, which is to be completed in
whom were children. A portion of the regional integration. 2013, will help meet growing
fund_s will also be useq to launch a residential and industrial demand on
public awareness campaign. the water supply in Lesotho's capital,
Maseru. Metolong Authority
Lesotho Holds Talks with Qatar spokesperson Matseliso Makoele
. In May, King Letsie Ill and various stated, "Maseru and its surrounding
Funds for Food Production officials from tge Lesotho government areas have undergone rapid growth,
The UNGs food and ,aq/fl & erlita'ﬁ\fesaﬁ%m QaHaf ilvhi¥h has put a strain on resources
(FAO) is providing assistance 10 mOr€ pop, The talks addressed developingsuch as water. The current water supply
than 30,000 farmers in Lesotho after.,,qration between the two countriessystem is overstretched, and  this
increases in seed, fertilizer, and tooliy '\ arioys  fields. Following the prompts a need to augment supply to
prices have reduced food production.eeting  His Royal Highness Emir the city and its surrounding areas.” The
The cost of planting crops has riseNgpeivy” Hamad bin Khalifa alhani  existing Katse and Mohale dams
four times in just one year, and more,hy king Letsie Il signed a supply water to South Africa, and the
than half of the GQAHALinP S %ﬁd@rg&irﬁjinée@dglﬁ of Water has caused frustrations
lying fallow. To increase cultivation, , ot \ve e n Qat ar 6s f amoegi Rasothomivimi cerhptaip that n d
farmers are receiving corn, bean, o g ot hogs mi ni st r Boutlo Africaf used & ésatho's veaferf ta i r
wheat, sorghum, potato, and vegetable, 4 jyternational relations. for special projects such as the World
seeds; fertilizer; and tools such as hoes, Cup stadiums while Basotho struggled

yokes, chains, and edrawn plows a_nd to meet basic water need
planters. The goal of the program is to

reduce the risk of hunger where SOl esotho Education Act 2010

many households depend ONyhe | egotho government recently.
subsistence farming. enacted Education Act 2010, whic
legalizes the right to free and
compulsory education. Free primar
Check out the education began in Lesotho in 200@ MEMBERSHIP DUES ANNUALLY

: and enrollment increased dramaticall

new FOL website to 82% of primaryschoolaged
children. However, that means 18% d
the most vulnerable children are sti
out of school; the act is designed t

PLEASE PAY YOUR

Your membership expiration date is

located on the mailing label.
www.friendsoflesotho.org
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Lifetime Commitment

If you were inspired by thRPCV Continuing -
Commitmentrticle, you might want to think:

about expressing your lifetime commitment to

FOL and the projects it supports in Lesotlic peka English MediumSchool is a commu-

by becoming a Lifetime Member.

Thanks to Ted Hochstadt and Brad Rea w.:nq

made the commitment this past quarter, join

ing 40 other FOL members who have electet

this membership option.

. tence since 1993. There are approximatg
450 students, prechool through Class 7§

. space as many of the classrooms have

The basic lifetime membership donation is

$250. Or you can choose the Bronze ($500) ~shoulder to shoulder on benches or pla
Silver ($750) or Gold Lifetime ($1,000) ment- chairs. The population that the school h
bership options and make your payments:ir P€en serving is growing substantially, a
$250 annual installmentsA form is attached: the number of students they are serving
s doubl ed

for your convenience.

.
.

And, thanks to all our members who renéw

their membership annually and who fré-

quently include an additional donation to

support the many grassroots projects undel

taken by PCVS.‘

More Time Than Money?

Please consider a donation of your time to an

FOL Committee. One of FOL's most impor-
tant committees is the Donations/Distribution

Committee. As the generosity of our donors €rowding, but will also hold some shelve
and members grow, so does our capability:tofor @ small library. The school would the

Members of the Donations/Distributions conﬁ-
mittee work closely with PCVs who submit
grant applications for a wide variety of pro-
jects. This committee is also responsible fér
insuring that FOL is able to continue its fungd-
ing for TAP scholarships and VAC small

grants programs.

fund worthwhile projects.

some of your time by volunteering for an FO-:L
Committee. Your commitment of time is:

equally valuable to FOL as are your membeér-
ship dues. For an overview of the variols

committee activities and time requirements
go to: http://friendsoflesotho.org/hovo-
supportfol/boardandcommitteeservice/

Thank you in advance,

Dyann Van Dusen, Vice Presideviember,
Nominating Committee‘

- and limiting conditions, but in spite of this
. they report that the students are testing w

So, if you are someone with more time thanin their exams.‘
money, please give some thought to sharing

Second Quarter 2
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FOL Helps Peka English
Medium School

nity-funded school that has been in exi
with classroom size numbering between 4
and 70. The school is in dire need of mo

room for desks and children are sittin

since the

The school has a partially finished building

that will accommodate two more clasd
rooms. The building currently has fou
walls but needs roofing, flooring, and fin
ishing of windows. The Lesotho govern
ment is responsible to finish this building
but the school has been told that the gg
ernment is prioritizing the government
funded schools in Lesotho before they w
provide assistance to communligsed
schools. It is expected that the two ne
rooms can be used not only for new clas
rooms, which will alleviate the over

be able to hire two more teachers.
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Peka English Medium School is located ¢
the border between Leribe and Berea d
tricts. It is a rural and poor community. Th

children ravel to the school from the sur

rounding smaller villages. The teachers g
dedicated and are working under very har|
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